
EARLY DROP OUT RATES IN SPAIN 

In 2013, 23.5 percent of people aged 18 to 24 in the country had left the education system 

before completing compulsory education, or ESO as its known in Spain. 

While this is Spain's best result on record, it is still double the EU rate of 11.9 percent, 

figures from the EU's stats body Eurostat released on Friday show.  

Spain can also take only limited comfort from the fact the school dropout rate has come 

down from 31 percent in 2007. 

Europe's other 'worst' performers, Portugal and Malta, have made more substantial 

progress. 

Malta has seen dropout rates plummet from 53.2 percent a decade ago to 20.9 percent in 

2013 and in Portugal a 45 percent rate has fallen to 19.2 percent.    

In the same period, Spain has seen its own rate edge down from just over 31 percent to 

the current 23.5 percent, national daily El País reported on Friday. 

But there is a silver lining to the latest Eurostat figures: a total of 40.7 percent of Spaniards 

aged 30 to 34 have a university qualification, several points about the EU average of 40.7 

percent. 

This figure, which El País puts down to the unemployment and the economic crisis, means 

Spain is gaining some ground on the 44 percent target set by the Spanish Government for 

2020. 

For high school education, Europe is targeting a 15 percent school dropout for Spain by 

the end of the decade. 

In 2013, the Spanish Government approved a controversial new law, known as LOMCE, 

designed to keep people in secondary education, and get more people through university. 

In Andalusia we have a very important document with new measures to improve these 
rates. It will be available in this section as a pdf file. 


